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A LETTER FROM THE CEO 
Dear friends, 

  

Providing the highest quality of evidenced based care to children near my 
hometown and surrounding areas has always been my dream.  In 2014, 

my role as a professional pediatric nurse grew wings.  I gathered every bit 

of experience and education that came from my leadership role in a large 

hospital in Baltimore City and brought it to the rural areas of Western 
Pennsylvania.  Despite all the new changes to my role I found that in the 

eyes of every child, hope could be found.   

 

Families who seek pediatric health care are no different from those who 

seek t-ball sign ups!  Each and every family I cared for wanted an 

opportunity for their child to be well.  Sick or not, children and their families 

are not asking that they be free from illness, pain, or injury.  They are 
asking for wellness.  Children need to be well in order to grow and develop 

appropriately.  Without an opportunity to be well, children, sick or not, 

would have a great deal of difficulty growing, developing, and remaining 

free from illness and or injury. 

  

Through managing the care of sick and well children I have learned and demonstrated ways to promote health and 

wellness.  From tie dying T-shirts with trach and vented kiddos and their healthy siblings to providing trach care in 
bunk beds while singing Twinkle Twinkle Little Star with their parents, I know of the need that exists for children.  All 

children despite location or medical needs deserve an opportunity to be well.  Instead of waiting until wellness depletes 

and care is required, Small Town Hope believes in promoting and maintaining wellness and preventing harm. We 
strive to engage children socially, physically, mentally, and psychologically to support growth and development.  Our 

approach promotes health and safety through an array of programs that are safe, inspiring, and fun!  

  
More than 15 years of pediatric nursing experience has enabled me to provide care for children of all ages at the 

scene of emergencies, in flight and on the ground, at their bed and crib-side in intensive care units, before surgery, 

during surgery, after surgery, and in their homes.  There has not been a single child that deserved wellness more than 

another.  Nothing I have witnessed has shook me up more than not being able to connect a child with what they 
needed.  I refuse to allow the gift of nursing education I have earned and experiences I have lived with children to stay 

within the walls of a single structure.  Small Town Hope is an organization that will connect kids to what they need. 

 
I have made it my personal mission to offer children, sick and well, an opportunity to be well.  My mission is what led 

to the founding of Small Town Hope, Inc.  I work with a dynamic board of directors who share the same passion and 

personal drive to see our processes through.  Together, we believe in an interdisciplinary approach that embodies 

collaboration, open communication, hard work, and attention to detail.   

 

With the support from hearts, hands, and minds of people like you, we will continue to expand this mission of 
improved health and wellness of the pediatric population, their families, and the communities that surround 

them.  While our programs and projects have certainly made a difference for many, there is so much more work to be 

done.  I encourage you to browse our website, look at our programs, and the amazing people who are working 

together to accomplish good things for little hearts.  Look into the eyes of a child.  Pull your wings back and let hearts 

soar.   

  

 On behalf of all of us here at Small Town Hope, Inc., 

 

 Thank you, 

 

 

 

 

 Mandi Paronish MSN, RN, CPN 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Small Town Hope has developed this document to provide information about all aspects of operation for Hope’s Villa 

Children’s Center of Small Town Hope (Childcare) and Small Town Hope Educational Programs (Preschool and TodPod Early 
Preschool). This document is subject to updates as needed.  You will be aware of any changes made and may request a copy 

or review our in-house copy at any time.  

 

MISSION / INCLUSION POLICY  

 

Within the eyes of every child lies the power of HOPE.  Every child is special and has needs that are unique.  At the end of the 

day, hope is all that some children have.  At our center, we recognize the value of hope and believe it is within every person, 

big or small and it is our MISSION at Small Town Hope to actively meet the needs and support the inclusion of all children, 
families and staff of our center regardless of ability, need, background, culture, religion, gender or economic circumstances. 

We will work hard to support hope, nurture it, and encourage it to grow by promoting participation of children of all abilities 

in all learning and social activities of our center.  It is our goal that Small Town Hope offers opportunity, warmth, 

encouragement, a sense of belonging, and support to all children and their families. 

 

For more information, please request to see a copy of OCDEL’s Announcement: Inclusion of All Children in Early 

Childhood Programs in Pennsylvania 

 

LICENSCING AND REGULATIONS 

 

Small Town Hope, Inc. is licensed under a current Certificate of Compliance issued (and renewed annually) the Department of 
Human Services under 55 Pa. Code, Chapter 20 to operate a child care facility.  The Hope’s Villa Children’s Center of Small 

Town Hope, Inc. and all programs and activities held at the facility during operating hours (including but not limited to: child 

care, educational programs, or summer enrichment activities) by the Department of Human Services 55 Pa. Code § 3270, 
Child Care Centers.  This information can be found at www.pacodeandbulletin.gov under Code 55 Human Services, Chapter 

3270 Child Day Care Centers.  A printed copy can be found at our center by request. 

 

KEYSTONE STARS PARTICIPATION 
 

Keystone STARS is a program of Pennsylvania’s Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL).  OCDEL’s 

Keystone STARS Program supports all early care and education programs to improve program quality.  A Keystone STARS 

designation informs parents that their children are in a safe, respectful environment in which they are learning new things 
every day to support their current and future successes in school and in life.  Early learning programs participating in Keystone 

STARS can earn a quality rating score from a STAR 1 to a STAR 4. At each level, programs must meet certain quality 

standards in four key areas: staff education, learning environment, leadership/management, and family/community partnerships. 

Small Town Hope, Inc. is currented a STAR 2 center working hard towards our STAR 3 designation.   

 
HOURS OF OPERATION 

 

The Hope’s Villa Children’s Center of Small Town Hope operates Monday through Friday from 6 am until 6pm.  Since these 

exact times may vary daily dependent on current child schedules, please contact us as soon as possible if you need to drop off 

earlier or pick up later than your usual scheduled time. Small Town Hope’s Educational Programs operate on the second floor 

of Hope’s Villa Children’s Center. Preschool operates Monday through Friday from 9:00am-12:00pm, and 12:30pm-3:30pm. If 
you need to coordinate childcare prior to or after our programs, please contact us to arrange care. Please note that our 

doors remain locked at all times.  Please call our center upon arrival at 814-420-8362 and a staff member will greet you 

and your child(ren) at the top of our ramp. 

 

RECOGNIZING AND REPORTING SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE 

 
In accordance with Caring for our Children Health and Safety Basics: 3.4.4.1 Recognizing and Reporting Suspected Child 

Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation, because all caregivers/teachers/administrators of Small Town Hope are mandated reporters 

of child abuse and neglect, in any instance where there is reasonable cause to believe that child abuse or neglect has occurred, 

the individual who suspects child abuse or neglect will report directly to the child abuse reporting hotline, child protective 

services, or the police, as required by state and local laws.  

 

http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/
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ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 

 

Any parent who reaches out to our center interested in enrolling their little one at Small Town Hope must complete the 

following steps:  

 

1. Enrollment Packet Pick-up: Parent(s) must pick up an enrollment packet at our center at their earliest 
convenience.   This packet includes an introduction letter to our center that includes a link to our Parent 

Information on our website which includes a link to this Policies & Procedures Handbook (or how to request a 

paper copy) and the forms that must be completed prior to enrollment: Waiting List / Registration Form, 

Emergency Contact / Parental Consent Form*, Agreement*, Child Health Report* as well as Child Care Works 
Program Information.  Documents indicated by a * are required to be on file for each child by the Pennsylvania 

Department of Human Services Regulations for Child Care Centers found in 55 Pa. Code § 3270.181-185. 

2. Return completed Enrollment Packet: Parents must complete all enrollment forms and make arrangement 

for their child’s physician to complete the Child Health Report within 30 days of enrollment.   

3. Tour our Center: Once returned, the parent(s) and child(ren) will be scheduled for a tour of our center.  Our 

tours typically last around a half of an hour where the family will get to see our center, meet our staff, and 

receive a quick overview of our drop off/pick up procedures as well as how to access a copy of the Childcare 

Regulations Code 55 Human Services, Chapter 3270 Child Day Care Centers.   

4. Review Schedule and Start Date: After tour has been completed and requested schedule has been reviewed, 
the parent(s) will be contacted with availability, wait list time, if applicable, and director or manager will discuss 

start date with parent.  

5. Child Health Report: If accurately completed and signed Child Health Report is not supplied within 30 days of 

enrollment, enrollment will be suspended until returned.  After 1 week of suspension, enrollment will end and 

spot may be relinquished to the next family on our waiting list and family must re-enroll.   

 

SCHEDULES, RATES AND PAYMENTS 

 
SCHEDULES AND BILLING 

Any changes to your child’s schedule MUST be made at least ONE WEEK in advance to avoid being charged for days your 
child does not attend.  Since you will have been billed in advance, any days canceled with adequate notice will be adjusted as a 

credit on your next bill.  Excessive schedule changes may be evaluated at our discretion and may not be subject to credit.   

 

2023 RATES 

Hope’s Villa Children’s Center (Childcare): 

Infant – 1 year: $37/day (5+ hours) 

1 year – 2 years: $30/day (5+ hours) 

2 years – 3 years: $30/day (5+ hours) 

3 years – Kindergarten: $30/day (5+ hours)  

School age: $27/day (5+ hours) 

Extended day cost (> 10 hours): $5/hour each additional hour 

 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS  

 

Thanks to grant funding from various generous donors, we are able to offer some form of tuition assistance to lower the cost of each of 

our education programs for every family.  Please refer to Step 4 on our Roadway to Enrollment for your financial obligation to your child’s 

2020-2021 tuition.  

 

PAYMENTS 

Childcare is billed one month in advance.  You may make weekly or biweekly payments toward your balance throughout the 

month but balance is due in full by the month’s end.   Any payments not made by their due date will incur a weekly late fee of 
5% of your total bill until payment is made.  Please note that we do offer two “sick-days” to be used per child/month for 

unexplained absences on a day your child was scheduled but did not attend.  Since you will have already been billed in 

advance, any sick-days will automatically be applied as a credit to your next bill. Please note that for our Pre-K and Tod 
Pod educational programs, tuition is program-based and does not reflect daily cost.  Sick-days apply only to 

childcare at Hope’s Villa Children’s Center of Small Town Hope; tuition payments for Educational Programs never change 

depending on attendance or schedules once enrolled. Pre-K and Tod-Pod payments are due the first of the month (or the 

nearest class day).  
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DAILY ROUTINE 

 

PARENT DROP-OFF / PICK-UP + SIGN-IN/OUT 

Drop-off/Pick-Up and sign-in/out takes place inside the white door at the top of our ramp.  It is your responsibility to ensure 

your child is signed in at the correct time and with the signature of the drop-of person each day. It is important that our 

records are accurate for safety purposes.   

ARRIVAL + ADMITTANCE INTO OUR CENTER 

All staff and children will be screened upon arrival.  This will include having their temperature taken in addition to a visual 

inspection for signs of illness which could include fever, cough, flushed cheeks, rapid or difficulty breathing, fatigue, sore throat 
or extreme fussiness. Staff or children with a temperature over 100.0°or above or other signs of illness will not be admitted 

to the facility. All staff and children will wash their hands immediately before entering the care portion of our center.  

According to CDC Guidelines, all adults and children over 2 years must wear a cloth face covering or mask that covers nose 

and mouth.  While we know this will be a challenging task, we do request that all children over 2 years of age have a mask to 

be left at our center so we can do our best to adhere to this guideline.    

ITEMS FROM HOME 

No items may be brought in from home except for your child’s outerwear, shoes and backpack.  If your child does not 

already have a blanket at our center, you may send one to be left at the center.  Blankets and extra clothing will be laundered 

at our center.  Toys are not permitted.  Tablets may be sent if labeled with your child’s name and given to a staff member 

upon arrival to be disinfected.  If there is anything that your child may need daily (such as a special cup, diapers/wipes, an extra 

outfit, etc.), please send extras labeled with your child’s name to be kept at our center. Please see our seasonal messages for 

items you will need to send in for your child as weather/seasons change.  

MEALS 

Small Town Hope, Inc. participates in the Child and Adult Care Food Program and provides all meals, snacks and beverages at 

no additional charge.  All meals, snacks and drinks adhere to CACFP Guidelines.  A menu is posted weekly on our Class Dojo 

stories and a printed copy can be requested as needed. While we recommend that all children enjoy our provided meals 

together, packed lunches are permitted.  As we have limited space available for refrigeration, please be mindful in packing 

items that do not require refrigeration.    

REST TIME 

 

All children in the childcare portion of our center participate in rest time daily following lunch.  Rest time begins around 
1:00pm and last until approximately 3:00pm.  Children who nap will sleep at this time and older children are required to rest 

quietly during this period.  We recommend sending a blanket/pillow/lovey for your child to help them relax and feel at home 

for our rest period.  You may send a blanket/pillow/lovey to be left at our center.  These items may not be taken home and 

returned until further notice. They will be washed here weekly and must be machine washable.  Children from different 
households will be distanced by at least 6 feet (siblings by minimum mandated distance) during rest time so children will not 

need to wear masks during rest.  

 
TOILETING 

 

Children wearing diapers are checked hourly and changed as needed.  Please provide a supply of diapers/pull ups and a pack of 

wipes for us to keep on hand for your child.  We aid in potty training stages and encourage you to communicate with us 

which toilet training procedures you are using at home so we can mirror those as much as possible at our center.  Older 

children will have group bathroom breaks before and after snacks and meals and are permitted to use the restroom as needed 

throughout the day.   

 

INJURIES 

 
Minor injuries such as trips, paper cuts, and little bumps will be treated by Small Town Hope staff members. All staff members 

are First Aid and CPR Certified. First Aid boxes are present in the classroom. When a minor “boo-boo” occurs, your child 

will bring home a “Boo-Boo Paper” explaining what happened and how it was treated. 
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ABSENCES 

 

Any absences from our childcare services will still be billed with the exception of one “sick-day” to be used per child, per 

month. Absences from our Educational Programs do not affect tuition costs. A phone call or other communication is 

expected to let us know your child will not be attending that day. 

 

CLOSINGS, DELAYS AND HOLIDAYS 
 

Small Town Hope, Inc. is closed for the following holidays: New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day, the Monday after Easter Day, 

Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, the day after Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day. 

Small Town Hope, Inc. reserves the right to close their center if the need shall occur and will provide families at least 24 hour 
notice.  If weather is too severe for our staff to arrive safely and we make the decision to close our center, we will notify 

through ClassDojo.  Any families who do not read the message on dojo after a half of an hour of posted will be contacted 

privately.  

 

WITHDRAWL 

 

If a parent decides to withdraw their child from the childcare portion of our center, we request a notice of at least 30 days.  

All childcare dates billed to date request was made will still be owed to the center regardless of whether services were 
rendered for those days.  If a parent decides to withdraw their child from any of our educational programs, they may do so at 

any time. However, they will not receive a refund of their preschool deposit or for any tuition paid to date. This includes any 

tuition paid in advance as we will not have the opportunity to fill that empty seat for the remainder of the program year.   

 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT AND COMMUNICATION 
 

We welcome parent and family member involvement within our center at any time.  Any parents or family member that 

wishes to participate or volunteer in any of our childcare or educational program settings on a regular (more than once) basis, 
must have all required clearances to have regular contact with the children in our center, including: FBI Criminal History 

Background Check (fingerprints), PA State Police Criminal Record Check, Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance, 

National Sex Offender Registry Verification, and a valid health report with TB test results.  We appreciate arrangements for 

visits/participation be made in advance with the director/teacher before the visit.  

Parent-Child projects may be sent home occasionally from our programs to encourage parent participation in their child’s 

preschool experience. Please take advantage of these fun opportunities to spend time together. Your child will be very proud 

to share what he/she made with you. Parents should check ClassDojo daily for updates cinluding upcoming special days such 

as class parties, days off, fun themed days and also check for messages from your child’s teacher or our center administration.  

 

Parents are welcome to communicate via phone call, text, written note or email if they have any concerns or thoughts to 
share, but our preferred method of communication is our Class Dojo web application for which you will receive an invitation 

to join. Open communication is always encouraged and welcomed at Small Town Hope.  

  

Parent Conferences 

 

Parent Conferences for all services offered by Small Town Hope will be offered twice per year (in March and September) but 
may be requested at any time.  At the end of the month prior to conferences, there will be a survey sent to parents via 

ClassDojo to schedule.  Please sign up as soon as possible so we can accommodate all schedules.  These conferences will also 

be announced via the Class Dojo web application.  

 

Parent Referral Services 

 

The Small Town Hope, Inc. procedures to refer parents to appropriate social, mental health, educational, wellness, and 
medical services consist of consulting a member of the leader ship team, consisting of the Director, Operations Manager or 

CEO. The team will together devise an appropriate strategic plan including the parent(s) or guardian(s). Other agencies will be 

added to this list on an as-needed or identified basis.  Parents will be referred to appropriate services such as, but not limited 

to, those that can be found on our website at: www.smalltownhope.org/communityresources  
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LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND LEP SUPPORT 
 

Language development is supported at our center for all children beginning at the infant level through: singing, reading, having 
conversations, writing, drawing, rhymes, poems, music and story telling.  Children at our center are encouraged to 

communicate and develop language beginning with signing basic words including: please, help, eat, more, milk, thank you, sleep.  

Language development is supported and continued through our toddlers and preschool age by introducing letter and word 
recognition, name tracing and writing as well as reading and activities that encourage emergent literacy.   

 

In support of Limited English Proficient (LEP) families, Small Town Hope, Inc. recognizes the importance of communicating 

with children in their home language, and creating culturally aware and sensitive environments. Support of the enrollment of a 
child whose first language is not English will be made through appropriate adaptations to our program.  This may include, but 

is not limited to, hiring of bilingual staff, translation of materials, and meaningful cultural competency training for existing staff.  

LEP Families will be supported through the help of a translator for printed materials as well as in-person support as needed.  

 

Upon enrollment of a child who communicates through ASL, professional development will be required for staff who work 

directly with the child and will be utilized to communicate with the family as appropriate.  Children with limited 

communication are also supported through use of Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS).   

 

IFSP OR IEP IN THE CLASSROOM 

 

As stated in our Mission / Inclusion Statement, Small Town Hope supports children of all abilities being enrolled alongside 
peers in the same classrooms, including any child with an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) or Individualized Education 

Program (IEP).  An IFSP or IEP is protected health information and is not required to be shared with Small Town Hope, 

however, to fully support care for the child, we suggest that the IFSP or IEP paperwork be shared with the program in order 

to help develop lesson plans that support that child’s individual development.   

 

Small Town Hope currently works hand-in-hand with the Appalachia Intermediate Unit 8 and other developmental programs 

to provide a place where services may be offered to any child of our center (i.e. speech therapy, therapeutic staff support, or 
behavioral health consultations). Information on Early Intervention services can be found on our website at 

www.smalltownhope.org/communityresources or by speaking directly to our center manager or director. 

 

CONTINUITY OF CARE 
 

Small Town Hope, Inc. recognizes the importance of children having the same teachers over time, allowing them to develop 

meaningful relationships.  Children thrive in close relationships and developing these relationships allow teachers to get to 

know the children, their cues, their families and allow both child and staff to predict daily experiences.   

 

Small Town Hope, Inc. supports continuity of care beginning at the infant level by enrolling infants similarly to enrolling 
children for a school year.  Infants are enrolled during open enrollment at the end of summer and stay with their group and 

teacher, despite their age, throughout the remainder of the school year.  Spots do not become available for our infant space, 

unless a family withdraws their child, until the end of summer.  Infant transitions to our Toddler space are dependent upon 

their age and meeting developmental milestones, but do not complete until the beginning of summer.  The infant teacher stays 
with the transitioning toddlers through the summer as they adjust to their new caregivers and new environment and the 

teacher returns to their infant space with new enrollments in fall.   

 

Continuity of care is then supported through our toddler and preschool years as our teachers work with their groups in a 

large room with mixed age groups, each age assigned to their specific groups/teachers, but are combined at different times of 

the day for specific activities such as meals and snacks.  This allows all children to have the time beginning with their transition 

into the toddler room until they enter our preschool program to spend their days with the same caregivers and children; 
children do not transition out of the Toddler/Preschool room until preschool enrollment during the fall, typically at age 4.  

This type of transition not only supports continuity of care for the child at our center, but also familiarizes children with the 

same routine of transitioning to new grades when their formative education outside of our center begins.   

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.smalltownhope.org/communityresources
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DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENINGS, CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENTS 

 
DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENINGS 

 

Ages & Stages Questionnaire (ASQ-3) 

Within 45 days of enrollment at our center, an evidence-based child development screening tool will be sent home to be 

completed by the parent(s) of each child (and also completed by the center).  We currently use the Ages & Stages 
Questionnaire (ASQ-3) to provide accurate, reliable developmental and social-emotional screening results.  While we 

complete these assessments in our classroom, we do request parents complete them at home to help provide the most 

accurate results and compare what our families are seeing at home vs. what our caregivers see in the classroom.   

 

If a child’s score in any area of development is close to the cut off, we will work with your child and provide tips for ways to 

help him or her develop at home.  If your child’s score in any area of development is below the cutoff, we will recommend 

connection to appropriate Early Intervention Services in our area.  We will work with you and support you through the 
process and your child will have the opportunity to receive therapeutic services through selected Early Intervention Program 

if deemed necessary.  

 

Ages & Stages Social Emotional Questionnaire (ASQ:SE-2) 

Any child exhibiting excessive disruptive behaviors that are unsafe to the child, to other children or staff members or whose 

social and emotional score on an ASQ-3 indicates further evaluation may be assessed using an Ages & Stages Social Emotional 

Questionnaire (ASQ:SE-2).  Early identification of social-emotional challenges can make all the difference to a young child; the 
earlier a behavioral concern is identified, the greater the chance a child has for reaching his or her full potential in life.  

Accurately identifying behavior through ASQ:SE-2 paves the way for next steps—further assessment, specialized intervention, 

or ongoing monitoring, for examples—to help children reach their fullest potential during their most formative early years. 
 

Results of these screening tools will be shared with parents to determine if any resources for follow-up, monitoring, or 

further assessment is recommended to encourage your child’s development and pinpoint developmental delays as soon as 

possible.  

 

CURRICULUM / OBSERVATION BASED ASSESSMENTS 

 

Observation is the most simple, yet effective methods of assessing young children as they develop.  Observation is the process 

of tracking children’s behavior over a period of time. Through meaningful and detailed documentation, we are able use results 

from observations to: inform curriculum planning and instruction, support individual child planning, and to support possible 

referrals to community resources.  Children in our center are evaluated using the following observation-based assessments: 

 

Infants & Toddlers 

 

FD Education is the chosen curriculum for our Infant and Toddler groups.  The curriculum is supported and adapted to fit the 

needs of each child based on observations gathered through the The Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) for 

Infants and Toddlers.  The DRDP is a formative assessment instrument for young children used to inform instruction and 

program development.  The DRDP assessment is completed within 6 weeks of enrollment date, then twice per year.  

 

Preschool 

 

The Creative Curriculum ® for Preschool by Teaching Strategies is the chosen curriculum for our Preschool Program.   The 

curriculum is adapted to fit the needs of each child with the support of the curriculum’s GOLD assessment. Teaching 
Strategies GOLD® is an observational assessment system used to evaluate children's development and learning.  The 

assessment is designed to help teachers discover what children know and can do as well as their strengths and needs. 

Observations are collected by teachers throughout each week, used to inform curriculum planning and shared with parents 

twice per school year.   

 

School Age 

 
Our school age students are taught the Kids in Control: A Kid’s Guide to Being Responsible and assessed using the DRDP-K.  
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TRANSITION BETWEEN SERVICES 

 

Hope’s Villa Children’s Center of Small Town Hope (Childcare) 

When your child is at a transitional age to move to another group/classroom within our facility or becomes eligible to 

participate in one of our educational programs, you will receive a letter outlining options available (or if just transitioning 

within a different classroom, any changes in your child’s daily schedule).   

 

At this time you will have the option to visit with us and ask any questions regarding any changes your child may experience.  

Specific transitional changes within Small Town Hope are as follows: 
 

Small Town Hope Toddler Room 

Infant Room – Toddler Room: Transition steps from our Infant Room to our Toddler Room include receiving a new Ages & 

Stage Questionnaire (ASQ) developmental screening, meeting (or preparing for) the developmental milestones found on our 

Infant to Toddler Transition document, scheduling a date to meet the teachers in our Toddler Room, and learning how to 
continue to prepare your child for his or her next step to continue to grow at Hope’s Villa Children’s Center! 

 

Small Town Hope Tod Pod Educational Program 
Toddler – Preschool Child: Once your child turns 3, they will become eligible to participate in our Tod-Pod (“Pre - 

Preschool”) Educational Program.  At this time, you will receive information on the program and have the option to enroll 

your child in the following school year and be provided with information on policies and tuition (paid separately from our 

childcare services).  All families enrolled in our childcare center receive first available spots in our Tod-Pod program before 

any spots are open to the public.  

 

Depending on your child’s level of interest and dependent upon available spots, your child may be placed in the program mid-
school year.  Availability of this option will be discussed with you during your child’s transition and any pre-requisites for the 

program (i.e. toileting status) will be reviewed. 

 

Small Town Hope Pre-K Educational Program 

Preschool Child age 3 – age 4: Once your child becomes eligible to participate in our Pre-K program, you will receive 
information regarding the program, its policies, and tuition (paid separately than our childcare services) and receive first 

available spot to enroll your child in the following school year if desired. Since our spots fill up quickly for the school year, 

please keep a look out for a handout in late winter/early spring of the previous school year for a form requesting your interest 

level for enrolling your child in one of our programs the following academic year; we do not offer the option to enroll mid-
school year for our Pre-K Program.   

 

Small Town Hope School Age Childcare Services 

Preschool age 4 – Young School age (Kindergartener): At the beginning of the school year, the teacher will assess each 

student’s knowledge of basic content such as colors, numbers, letters, etc. and record her findings. The teacher will assess 

students at least two additional times and share the results with the child’s parents so that they may see their child’s progress 

(class work and projects are not graded). 

 

Students who complete the entire school year will receive a certificate of completion and be honored in a graduation 

ceremony. If after completing the end-of-year assessment (and the child is 5 years old and eligible to enter Kindergarten the 
following school year) the teacher feels he/she is NOT ready academically, the teacher will request a meeting with to discuss 

options and thoughts on transition.  

 

Once your child completes our Pre-K program and has completed the end-of-year assessment proving readiness to transition 

to Kindergarten, we will provide information to you regarding how to arrange for before/after school (“Wrap Around Care”) 

within Small Town Hope and how we can continue to meet your childcare needs.  

 

Young School age – Self Care: One of our goals at Small Town Hope is to help transition each child during major milestones 

in their childhood – even when that means transitioning out of the need for our childcare services.  One of the activities we 

strive to work on during allotted time with our after school kids is to complete activities and worksheets from Kids in 
Control: A Kid’s Guide to Being Responsible.  Our goal is that by the time your child has outgrown the need for after-school 

(or daily summer) care (typically around 3rd – 4th grade), they have gained sufficient knowledge through our services to be 

confident to care for themselves safely and responsibly.   
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DISCIPLINE  

The staff at Small Town Hope strive to use positive reinforcement as a primary source of discipline (sticker charts, rewards, 

etc.).  We recognize that children often struggle with frustrating emotions and the use of a “Quiet Time” to recollect 

thoughts/emotions is employed when excessive disruptive behavior is demonstrated.  During “Quiet Time,” a staff member 
will sit with the child and help with coping behaviors to calm.  For any behavior that is a threat to the safety of your child, 

other children or staff, please refer to our I Can Stay Safe Policy below. 

 

I CAN STAY SAFE POLICY: 

At Small Town Hope, Inc., safety is most important and although we cannot prevent all “boo-boos” we can limit them! If the 
safety of your child or another child is at risk due to the behaviors of your child, you will be notified through a Class Dojo 

message.  Behaviors that may place children at risk are aggression that leads to harming oneself, another child or one of our 

teachers.  If the number of notifications for behavioral events in one day reaches 3, your child will need to be picked up. We 
work very hard to provide an awesome day for each child under our roof. If we are not able to manage unsafe behaviors 

together, we can’t be awesome. If you have been notified to pick up your child related to your child’s behavioral incidents 3 

times Small Town Hope, Inc. will begin with step 6 outlined below regarding children displaying chronic disruptive behavior. 

At any point, if your child creates an immediate risk for safety or creates harm for oneself, peers, STH staff, or their 
environment, STH will advance immediately to Step 6. We are committed to working with each family to minimize 

problematic behavior and will complete the following steps for children displaying chronic disruptive behaviors: 

 
1. ABC MODEL   The behavior will be documented utilizing the Antecedent Behavior Consequence (A-B-C) model. 

A-B-C recording is a way of collecting information breaking down observations of behavior into three elements 

(organized into a chart). Antecedents (A): what happened directly before the behavior occurred. Behavior (B): the 

specific action(s) or behavior of interest. Consequences (C): what happened directly after the behavior occurred. 

2. ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES + TRAINING  After one week of observations, staff will review A-B-C Charts 

and review the environment for changes needed.  At this time, staff may be requested to take Professional 

Development training related to the behaviors being exhibited.  
3. ASQ:SE-2   If preventions through Steps 1 and 2 above are not significantly reducing the behaviors after two weeks, 

a staff member or administrator will complete an Ages & Stages Social Emotional (ASQ:SE-2) screening on the child. 

Accurately identifying behavior through ASQ:SE-2 paves the way for next steps—further assessment, specialized 

intervention, or additional support—to help children reach their fullest potential during their formative early years. 

4. CONFERENCE + ACTION PLAN  After the ASQ:SE-2 is completed, parents of the child will be called in for a 

conference. We will discuss the behaviors and identify possible solutions as well as the results of the ASQ:SE-2 
assessment. A plan of action will be developed and agreed upon by the parents, staff and referrals may be made for 

the family to seek outside services as determined by assessment results.   

5. FOLLOW UP MEETING   After one month (or sooner if disruptive behaviors are at risk of harming a child or 

staff or if your child has been sent home 3 or more times) the parents will be called in for another meeting.  

a. If progress is being made, plans will remain in place and revisited in one month.   

b. If no progress has been made towards solving the problematic behavior, Small Town Hope, Inc. will refer the 

child for service through the Infant Early Childhood Mental Health Program (IECMH).  The family will have 

one week to sign the Parent/Facility Agreement for Small Town Hope, Inc. to submit the Request for 

Services.   

6. OUTSIDE BEHAVIORAL SUPPORT If the behavior plan developed with the IECMH has not produced progress 
within one month or if behaviors are threatening the safety of the child, other children staff or environment, the 

family will be given two weeks to seek behavioral support outside of Small Town Hope and the IECMH Program.  A 

list of outside services can be found on our website at www.smalltownhope.org/communityresources and a list will be 

provided after consult with IECMH Consultant.   

7. SUSPENSION OR EXPULSION  If the family does not seek outside behavioral support within the timeframe 
given or if support is not obtained, the child may be suspended or expelled from the program.  It is our goal to 

contact OCDEL through www.surveymonkey.com/r/PAExpulsionHelp to report any child at high-risk for suspension 

or expulsion prior to harm to receive individualized support.  For more information, please request to see a copy 

of OCDEL’s Announcement: Reduction of Expulsion and Suspension in Early Childhood Programs in 

Pennsylvania.   

 

SUSPENSION / EXPULSION POLICY 

Small Town Hope, Inc. supports OCDEL’s found in the announcement mentioned above. Small Town Hope does not possess 

the appropriate on-site resources for all behaviors.  Small Town Hope staff members desire to work as a team with parents 
to help every child succeed while recognizing the importance of keeping our classrooms safe.  At any point in time, if any 

child’s safety, staff’s safety, and/or environmental safety become jeopardized, suspension/expulsion can occur without warning.   

http://www.smalltownhope.org/communityresources
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PAExpulsionHelp
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HEALTH, WELLNESS AND SAFETY 

 
Health Care Consultant 
Small Town Hope, Inc. utilizes a licensed health professional to establish and maintain health policies below, including policies 
found under Nutrition and Physical Activity below, developed through participation in the Pennsylvania Go NAPSACC early 

childhood health program.   All of Health and Wellness policies found in this document have been updated effective June 2022 

to reflect changes made in consultation with contracted Health Care Consultant, Jacqueline Collavo MSN, RN.  Contracted 

consultation with Jacqueline Collavo became effective January 3, 2022.   

 

Illness Policy  
In order to maintain the health, wellness and safety of all our children and staff members at Small Town Hope, sick children 

are asked to be kept at home to recoup and help us prevent the spread of germs and illness.  

 

In accordance with Caring for our Children: Health and Safety Basics, 3.6.1.1 Inclusion/Exclusion/Dismissal of 
Children, staff at Small Town Hope will notify parents/guardians when children develop new signs or symptoms of illness. 

Parent/guardian will be notified immediately for emergency or urgent issues. Staff will notify parents/guardians of children who 

have symptoms that require exclusion.  

 

Parents/guardians should remove children from the early care and education setting as soon as possible if any 

illness: 

a) Prevents the child from participating comfortably in activities;  

b) Results in a need for care that is greater than the staff can provide without compromising the health and safety of other 

children;  

c) Poses a risk of spread of harmful diseases to others;  

d) Causes a fever and behavior change or other signs and symptoms (e.g., sore throat, rash, vomiting, and diarrhea). 

 

Children must be kept home and be symptom free for 24 hours with any of the following symptoms:  

• Fever – Any child exhibiting a temperature of 100.4 or above will be sent home. Child must then be symptom free 

(unmedicated) for 24 hours before returning  

• Vomiting or Diarrhea – Any child who vomits or has 2 or more loose stools will be sent home. Child must then be 
symptom free (unmedicated) for 24 hours before returning  

• Rash – Any child presenting any type of rash besides common diaper rash will be send home and will require a doctor’s 

clearance stating that the rash is not contagious before returning to our center while symptoms are present.  
• Conjunctivitis – Any child presenting irritation with discharge in their eye(s) will be sent home and will require a doctor’s 

clearance before returning to our center while symptoms are present.  

Please reference this chart below when deciding when to keep your child home (and to prevent them from being 

sent home): 

A. ANY SINGLE SYMPTOM LISTED BELOW B. 2 OR MORE SYMPTOMS LISTED BELOW 

• Fever of 100.0° or higher 

• Shortness of Breath 

• Difficulty breathing 

• Vomiting 

• Diarrhea 

• Rash 

• Eye irritation/redness w/ discharge 

• Sore throat 

• Runny nose / Nasal congestion 

• Chills 

• Muscle pain 

• Nausea 

• Headache 

• Cough 
 
During this time, if any additional symptoms above appear, your child will need to be seen by a physician or Certified 

Registered Nurse Practitioner (CRNP) to ensure their ability to return to care (55 Pa. Code § 3270.137. Children with 

symptoms of disease: An operator who observes an enrolled child with symptoms of a communicable disease or infection that can be 
transmitted directly or indirectly and which may threaten the health of children in care shall exclude the child from attendance until the 

operator receives notification from a physician or a CRNP that the child is no longer considered a threat to the health of others.) 
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MEDICATION 
If any medication needs to be administered by the staff of Small Town Hope, a Medication Log MUST be completed before any 

medication can be left at our center or administered. Any prescription medication must be current and prescribed to your 
child ONLY and will require a Medication Log and parental signature. Over the counter medication (including diaper cream) 

will also require a Medication Log and parental signature to be administered. Please send medicine cup/spoon/applicator with 

appropriate measuring guide for all medications.  

 
In accordance with Caring for Our Children Basics, 3.6.3.1/3.6.3.2 Medication Administration and Storage, The 

administration of medicines at the facility are limited to:  

a) Prescription or non-prescription medication (over-the-counter) ordered by the prescribing health professional for a specific 

child with written permission of the parent/guardian. Prescription medication should be labeled with the child’s name; date the 
prescription was filled; name and contact information of the prescribing health professional; expiration date; medical need; 

instructions for administration, storage, and disposal; and name and strength of the medication.  

b) Labeled medications (over-the-counter) brought to the early care and education facility by the parent/guardian in the 

original container. The label should include the child's name; dosage; relevant warnings as well as specific; and legible 

instructions for administration, storage; and disposal. 
 

Payment/Charges during illness – Since we were staffed to care for your child regardless of their unexpected day(s) off, you 

will be charged for days your child scheduled but home sick.  For information on monthly “sick day,” please refer to 

Schedules, Billing and Payments. 

 

 

EMERGENCY PLAN 
Our Emergency Plan provides for response to all types of emergencies.  Depending on the circumstance of the emergency, we 

will use one of the following protective actions: 

 

Immediate Evacuation Children are evacuated to a safe area on the grounds of the facility in the event of a fire, etc.  In case 

of inclement weather, we may then proceed indoors to our Emergency Relocation facility (Ken’s BiLo - Bett’s Ave). 

 

In-Place Sheltering Sudden occurrences, weather or hazardous materials related, may dictate that taking cover inside the 

building is the best immediate response. 

 

Evacuation Total evacuation of the facility may become necessary if there is a danger in the area.  In this case, children will be 

taken to a relocation facility.  Our Emergency Relocation facility is Ken’s BiLo, located at 2423 Betts Ave, Northern Cambria, 

PA 15714.  If it ever becomes necessary to relocate, a sign will be posted on the door stating that we’ve relocated to BiLo. 

 

Modified Operation May include cancellation/postponement or rescheduling of normal activities.  These actions are normally 
taken in case of a winter storm or building problems (such as utility disruptions) that make it unsafe for children, but may be 

necessary in a variety of situations. 

 

Important Notes 

• Please check WJAC-TV for announcements relating any of the emergency actions listed above, including delays, 

closings, or cancelations of our childcare or educational services. 

• We ask that you not call our main line during the emergency.  This will keep the main telephone line free to make 

emergency calls and relay information. 

• The facility director may provide an alternate phone number (i.e. cell phone number, etc.) to call in an emergency 

event.  

• Only those listed on your Emergency Contact Form will be permitted to pick up your child 

 

We realize that emergency circumstances may require changes to your plans, but we urge you to not attempt to make 

different arrangements if possible. This will enable a smoother execution of our emergency procedure, reduce confusion and 

allow our staff to focus on their assigned emergency duties. 

 

In order to assure the safety of your children and our staff, we ask for your understanding and cooperation.  Should you have 

additional questions regarding our emergency operating procedures, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
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NUTRITION AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY POLICIES  
 

CHILD NUTRITION POLICY 

 

Small Town Hope, Inc. implements the following Child Nutrition policy: 

This policy provides guidance to support Small Town Hopes adoption of Go NAPSACC (www.gonapsacc.org) best practices 

related to child nutrition practices.  

We at Small Town Hope are committed to providing healthy foods and beverages and positive mealtimes so that your child 

can learn good eating habits and grow up strong.  

In order to meet the Go NAP SACC best practices, this policy is written and covers a variety of topics. 

 

The Go NAP SACC child nutrition best practices help ensure that our policies, menus, and activities address: 

• Foods provided to children 

• Beverages provided to children 

• Creating healthy mealtime environments  

• Teacher practices to encourage healthy eating 

• Not offering food to calm children or encourage appropriate behavior 

• Planned an informal nutrition education for children 

• Professional development for our staff on child nutrition 

• Education for families on child nutrition 

• Guidelines for foods offered during holidays and celebrations 

• Fundraising with non-food items 

 

FOODS AND BEVERAGES 

 

• Children are offered a fruit and/or vegetable at every meal and snack. 

• We do not serve fried foods, high fat meats, or vegetables cooked in fat. 

• Sweets and salty snacks are offered once a month or less. 

• We offer healthy beverages like milk and water. 

• As documented in file, any food allergy is handled individually per child. Staff are aware and: 

• Prevent exposure to the specific food(s) to which the child is allergic 

• Recognize the symptoms of an allergic reaction 

• Treat allergic reactions appropriately 

 

NUTRITION EDUCATION 

 

Children learn about food and eating each week through stories and activities.  Each year all staff and teachers participate in 

professional development training and education sessions on healthy eating and nutrition topics at least annually.  Staff 

participate in professional development opportunities at other times throughout the year should they become available. 

 

We are committed to providing healthy foods and beverages and positive mealtimes so that the children in our care can grow 
up healthy and strong.  

 

Because of this, teachers and staff are expected to: 

• Serve meals family style and help children learn table skills (scooping, passing, manners, etc.). 

• Create a pleasant meal environment by turning off screens and speaking positively about the foods being served. 

• Model healthy eating by sitting with children at meals and eating and drinking the same foods that they do. 

• Never use food as a reward, a punishment, or force children to try new foods or clean their plates. 

• Include nutrition education in weekly lesson plans and use “teachable moments” to talk about healthy eating. 

• Attend professional development on child nutrition each year. 
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PHYSICAL ACTIVITY / OUTDOOR PLAY & LEARNING POLICY 

 
Small Town Hope, Inc. implements the following Infant & Child Physical Activity and Outdoor Play & Learning policy: 

This policy provides guidance to support Small Town Hope’s adoption of Go NAPSACC (www.gonapsacc.org) best practices 

related to Infant & Child Physical Activity and Outdoor Play & Learning.  
We at Small Town Hope are committed to providing physical activity and outdoor play and learning so that your child can 

learn about active play time, strengthening, and exercise to grow up healthy and strong.    

 

      The Go NAP SACC Infant & Child Physical Activity best practices recommend and addresses: 

• Amount of time provided each day for indoor and outdoor physical activity 

• Limiting long periods of seated time for children 

• Shoes and clothes that allow children and teachers to actively participate in physical activity  

• Classroom/provider practices that encourage physical activity 

• Not taking away physical activity time or removing children from long periods of physically active playtime in order to 

manage challenging behaviors 

• Planned and informal physical activity education  

• Professional development for our staff on children’s physical activity 

• Education for families on children’s physical activity 

 
The Go NAP SACC Outdoor Play & Learning best practices recommend and addresses: 

• Amount of outdoor playtime provided each day 

• Ensuring adequate total playtime on inclement weather days  

• Shoes and clothes that allow children and teachers to play outdoors in all seasons 

• Safe sun exposure for children and providers 

• Not taking away outdoor playtime in order to manage challenging behaviors 

• Professional development for our staff on outdoor play and learning 

• Education for families on outdoor play and learning.  
 

Physically active play is important for the health and development of all children. Our program is committed to providing 

children with opportunities to move throughout the day.  

 
TIME 

We offer children 2 to 5 years old the opportunity to engage in 120 minutes of indoor and outdoor physical activity every 

day, and children 1 to 2 years old with at least 90 minutes. As weather allows, we strive to take children outside 3 times per 

day or more.   We see the outdoors as an extension of the classroom, so children not only enjoy the outdoors through 
physically active play, but also through other learning activities. During heavy rain, icy conditions, poor air quality, or 

dangerous heat or cold, children will stay indoors.  Throughout each day, we look for opportunities to keep children moving 

and limit the amount of time they are expected to remain seated. 

 
We offer tummy time to non-crawling infants at least 4 times per day. As weather allows, we strive to take infants outside 

two times per day or more so that they can enjoy the sights and sounds. To help infants build their strength and coordination, 

we limit the amount of time that infants spend in seats, swings, and Excer-Saucers. 

 
We ask that families support our efforts by dressing children ready for play. This includes closed-toed shoes and clothing that 

is appropriate for the weather and allows children to comfortably run, jump, and climb, both indoors and out. 

 
EQUIPMENT & ENVIRONMENT 

 

We seek to provide a fun and challenging play space that encourages movement and learning. We provide a variety of play 

equipment (balls, jump ropes, tricycles, etc.), in good condition, both indoors and outdoors. Additionally, books and posters in 
our classrooms help to teach children about the importance of physical activity. Outdoors, shade is provided and children are 

given regular opportunities to drink water.  Sunscreen is applied by staff members to the children’s exposed face and skin 

areas prior to going outside for physical play.  In addition, staff keep infants younger than six months out of direct sunlight or 

shade under a tree, umbrella, or the stroller canopy; and kids wear a hat or cap with a brim that faces forward to shield the 
face when outside. 
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SUPPORTING PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND OUTDOOR LEARNING 

 
Teachers and staff actively encourage children’s physical activity during daily free play time, daily adult-led games and activities, 

and weekly lessons on gross motor skills like throwing, catching, and kicking.  

 

We provide/participate in professional development education sessions on early childhood  physical activity and outdoor play 
& learning twice a year. Additionally, we share information and tips in our parent newsletters to support children’s physical 

activity and enjoyment of the outdoors at home. 

 

Staff will participate in professional development opportunities at other times throughout the year should they become 
available. 

 

ENCOURAGING CHILDREN’S ACTIVE PLAY INDOORS AND OUTDOORS 

 
Physically active play is important for the health and development of all children. Our program is committed to providing 

children with opportunities to move throughout the day. Teachers and staff members are role models and leaders when it 

comes to getting children active.  
 

Our teachers and staff members are expected to: 

• wear shoes and clothing that allow for active participation in indoor and outdoor play with children; 

• incorporate physical activity into classroom routines, transitions, and planned activities throughout the day, and use 

“teachable moments” to talk with children about the importance of physical activity; 

• use the outdoors as an extension of the classroom by planning outdoor lessons, activities, and field trips; 

• plan weekly lessons, indoors or outdoors, that help preschool children learn and practice gross motor skills (such as 

skipping, jumping, throwing, catching, kicking, balancing, stretching, etc.); 

• take an active role to help children stay active during indoor and outdoor free play time, including verbally 

encouraging children’s activities, and when appropriate, joining in with children’s activities to encourage more 

movement; 

• never manage challenging behavior by taking away scheduled or promised physical activity time or removing children 
from physically active playtime for more than a couple of minutes to “cool off”; 

• talk with families about the ways our center is supporting children’s physical activity and gross motor skill 

development each time there is a good opportunity to do so. 

 

To support our teachers and staff members, our program will provide: 

• opportunities for professional development related to children’s physical activity and outdoor play and learning 
quarterly; 

• a variety of toys, in good condition, both indoors and outdoors, to help encourage children’s physical activity. 
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FARM TO EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION (ECE) POLICY 

This policy provides guidance to support Small Town Hope’s adoption of Go NAPSACC (www.gonapsacc.org) best practices 

related to Farm to Early Care and Education. We at Small Town Hope are committed to providing healthy foods and 

beverages and positive mealtimes so that your child can learn good eating habits and grow up strong.  In order to meet the 

Go NAP SACC best practices, this policy is written and covers a variety of topics. 

The Go NAPSACC Farm to ECE best practices help us to ensure that our policies, menus, and activities 

address: 

• Importance of using local foods  

• Types of local foods that are served and how often 

• Our program’s garden and expectations related to gardening  

• Planned and informal gardening and nutrition education for children   

• Professional development for our staff on Farm to ECE topics 

• Education for families on Farm to ECE 

• Activities that help connect families to local foods  

 

COMMITMENT TO CHILD HEALTH AND NUTRITION  

We are committed to child health and nutrition by providing healthy food grown nearby. Buying and teaching about local, 

healthy food can help children form healthy eating habits and support local farmers.  

Through our Farm to ECE program, we will: 

• Offer a variety of local fruits, vegetables, herbs, grains, dairy products, and/or protein foods throughout the year. 

• Offer local fruits and vegetables 3 times per week or more during the growing season of June through September. 

• Offer children education about food and where it comes from. This includes tasting and cooking activities. 

• Share information with families about local foods on the menu, children’s learning activities, and ways to purchase and 

prepare local foods at home.  

• Keep a garden that supports children’s learning and grows fruits and/or vegetables for meals or snacks. Families are 

invited to help us plan and maintain the garden during weekend work days and other opportunities.  

• Provide gardening time to preschool children 2 times per week or more. Children will help plan, plant, care for, 

harvest, and learn from the garden. 

• Children may get dirty when gardening. We will let families know which days are gardening days for children. On 

these days, please send children to school in closed-toe shoes and clothes that you don’t mind getting dirty. 

 

HEALTHY FOODS GROWN NEARBY 

We are committed to providing healthy food grown nearby to connect with local farmers and teach children more about food 

and how it grows. Eating and learning about local, healthy food can help children form healthy eating habits and support local 

farmers. Teachers and staff members are role models and leaders when it comes to children’s healthy eating.  

The Teachers and Staff of STH will:  

• Offer planned education on food and where it comes from one time per week or more.  

• During the growing season of June through September, we will offer cooking or taste test activities with fresh fruits 

or vegetables one time per week or more along with other planned food education.  

• Lead children in structured gardening time two times per week or more; activities include planning, planting, weeding, 

watering, observing, harvesting, and others.  

• Integrating farmer visits into annual experiences. This includes reviewing expectations with children ahead of time 

ahead of time, supervising children during the visit, and modeling how to be a respectful and interested learner. 

• Use a variety of posters, pictures, books, and props that reflect the diversity of the program's children, families, and 
staff; expose children to people, foods, and cultures different from their own; and tell the stories of farmers and 

farmworkers of color. 

http://www.gonapsacc.org/

